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POIIGV Caring for Pets in our Community

for the
2006 Caring for animals in our community

. 2 As pets and companions, domestic animals are important to many
Vlcto I‘Ia“ families. Labor is in tune with changing community attitudes about
animal welfare and animal cruelty. We will make Victoria a better place

Elecuﬂn to live for families and their pets.

Over the next four years a re-elected Bracks Labor Government
will:

INCREASE SUPPORT AND POWERS FOR THE RSPCA
INSPECTORATE

Provide $4 million to the RSPCA over four years to better
investigate claims of animal cruelty and undertake prosecutions.

Increase penalties for animal cruelty by up to 100% and
strengthen the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act.

STRENGTHEN LINKS BETWEEN VICTORIA POLICE AND THE
RSPCA

Identify links between those who inflict animal cruelty and other
violent and criminal behaviour by sharing data between the
Victoria Police and the RSPCA.

HELP INJURED NATIVE ANIMALS

Provide $500,000 to introduce small grants for community wildlife
shelters to upgrade or expand facilities for caring for injured native
animals.

REDUCE ANIMAL ATTACKS ON CHILDREN

Extend the Responsible Pet Ownership scheme about dangerous
animals and proper pet management to maternal child health
centres to reach new parents and further reduce the incidence of
animal attacks on children.

The RSPCA and other community groups play a critical role in
preventing cruelty to animals and bringing perpetrators to justice, and
they will be given greater support by a re-elected Bracks Government.

%W W tmenone

Steve Bracks Bob Cameron
Premier of Victoria Minister for Agriculture
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Caring for Pets in our Community

Why we need to do more to protect pets

Pets are an important part of our community and are treasured
members of many families.

How we treat them says a lot about our values as a community.
Increasingly we are seeing issues around the mistreatment of
domestic and companion animals which concerns the community.

Inappropriate breeds and dangerous dogs are rightly seen as a threat
to be managed, particularly around children and other pets.

Our animal welfare plans are based on responsible pet ownership and
effective enforcement. We will educate the public about treating
animals well and have stronger enforcement systems to crack down
on cruelty, mismanagement and dangerous behaviour by people and
animals.

The effort to make our community safe for companion and domestic
animals needs to constantly develop with the views of the community.

That is where the RSPCA and its Inspectorate of expert officers is
important. By further assisting the RSPCA in this area and linking their
work with Victoria Police, we will crack down on animal cruelty before
it gets a chance to spread to even more anti-social and dangerous
behaviour.
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2006 How the Bracks Labor Government has

improved animal welfare

VICtU "a“ Over the last seven years the Bracks Government has steadily
EI t strengthened protection for pets:

BC Iﬂn Outlawed the tail docking of dogs.
Introduced the compulsory micro-chipping of cats and dogs — with
funding assistance to local councils to subsidise the costs of
microchip scanners.
Banned the consumption of cat and dog meat.

Created and expanded the Responsible Pet Ownership program
from preps to kindergartens and child care centres.

Introduced ““Restricted Breeds” laws to breed out dangerous
breeds of dogs like Pit Bulls.

Established a state-wide register for dangerous dogs with tough
conditions on enclosures and signs for any declared dangerous
dogs.

Lowered the age for compulsory registration of pets.

Supported the introduction of the National Animal Welfare
Strategy.

Extended the Ombudsman’s power to include the power to
investigate the RSPCA to ensure it is accountable for its
investigations.
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Caring for Pets in our Community

The contrast with the Liberal Opposition

The previous Liberal Government cut funding to animal welfare
programs. They also caused many councils to abandon the
management of pounds and contract out animal welfare by introducing
compulsory competitive tendering across local government.

Showing they learnt nothing from their years in opposition, the Liberals
recently voted against sensible laws outlawing the breeding of
dangerous breeds and tail docking regulations.

We can expect any future Liberal government to put animal welfare
very low on their agenda - just as they did when last in Government.

THE NATIONAL PARTY

The National Party has been inconsistent and divided in its policy
statements and largely indifferent to the welfare of pets.

The Nationals have no power in opposition and the Liberals say they
will not form a Coalition — leaving the Nationals unable to implement
any of their policies. Their record shows they are unable to stand up to
the Liberals.

THE GREENS

The Greens political party would give animals the same legal rights as
“beings” — an over-zealous approach that is out of touch with
community views. Such an approach would create enormous
uncertainty and increase the cost of pet ownership.
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Our vision for the future: what Labor will do

Labor will make Victoria’s animal welfare and pet management
systems the best in Australia.

We will reflect community concern about attacks on animals by
increasing the resources for enforcement and penalties for cruelty to
animals. We will develop responses around the emerging field of the
links between animal welfare issues and broader community safety.
We will expand measures around education and safety for children and
families. We will toughen measures against dangerous animals and
restricted breeds.

Animals are important to us. As companions and as pets they are
important to many families. We will work with the animal welfare
community and local governments to enforce tougher standards on
animal cruelty. We will make sure that dangerous dogs and breeds are
cracked down on in the interests of the safety of Victorians, particularly
children.

1. Labor will provide $4 million for the RSPCA Inspectorate over
four years to investigate claims of animal cruelty and increase
prosecutions.

The RSPCA has been acting on behalf of the community for 135 years
to deliver a better deal for Victorian animals. It investigates close to
10,000 complaints of animal cruelty and rescues over 1,400 animals
from dangerous situations every year. It does so because it has long
held the leadership role in animal welfare in Victoria.

A re-elected Bracks Labor Government will enter into specific
arrangements with the RSPCA to fund its Animal Inspectorate Service
and related areas of legal prosecutions for $4 million over four years.

This funding will help alleviate the unnecessary suffering by Victorian
animals.

2. Labor will strengthen the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act.
Penalties for animal cruelty will be increased by up to 100%.

Appropriate penalties for animal cruelty and increasing enforcement
and capability of the RSPCA Inspectorate are important. But updating
and keeping the penalties of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
in line with changing community sentiment around unprovoked attacks
on defenceless animals is equally important. Labor will consult with
the Animal Welfare Advisory Committee on tougher penalties and
clearer offences for those who attack and harm animals to more
properly reflect the level of community concern
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3. Labor will strengthen links between the Victorian Police and
the RSPCA.

The Cruelty Cross Over program seeks to identify earlier the links
between those who inflict animal cruelty and commit family violence
and criminal behaviour. There will be resource sharing and greater
cooperation in joint activities with cross reporting of offences, and data
collection between RSPCA and Victoria Police.

The 2006 Australian Police Commissioners conference found that
there was a correlation between cruelty to animals and people who
then commit other serious offences, including physical and sexual
abuse and even murder. The Commissioners are exploring better ways
of integrating RSPCA and police records to ensure the early
identification of those who might be likely to commit other violent
crimes. The $4 million funding package for the RSPCA Inspectorate
will include assistance to these efforts of the Victoria Police and the
RSPCA.

4. Labor will provide support for volunteers running native
animal shelters.

Victoria has 261 licensed wildlife shelters that are run and funded by
volunteers who are passionate about the welfare of our native
animals. These wildlife carers spend considerable time, energy and
resources of their own, often operating from their own homes, to
provide the necessary care for wildlife in need - for example animals
injured in bushfires or by cars.

They work closely with wildlife officers from the Department of
Sustainability and Environment and Local Government.

A Labor Government will provide $500,000 in grants over two years
through the Department of Sustainability and Environment, to assist
wildlife shelters to upgrade their facilities to provide better care and
more appropriate enclosures for animals. Grants of up to $5,000 will
be available to licensed wildlife shelters.

5. Labor will allocate $500,000 to extend the Responsible Pet
Ownership scheme to educate pet owners and families about
dangerous pets in an effort to further reduce the incidence of
animal attacks on children.

This Bracks Government initiative has been invaluable to making sure
young children are able to learn to live safely with pets and animals. It
has been part of the reason we have seen the level of hospitalisations
from dog bites of young children decline. But we can do more.

By targeting the mums and dads of new babies and stressing the
importance of safety and appropriate behaviour with new born children
and toddlers we can make our communities even safer for our kids.
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thﬂnan WORKING TOGETHER TO PROTECT ANIMALS

We will expand the program from its current emphasis on Grade Prep,
kindergartens and childcare centres to include new parents and
maternal child health centres.

Ele':tmn The Bracks Labor Government has led the way in many areas of
animal welfare and domestic animal management. We can go further
and achieve more in the areas of safety by building partnerships with
local government, the RSPCA and community groups. Together we
can make Victoria an even better place for people and animals.

FUNDING OVERVIEW

RECURRENT 2007-08 | 2008-09 | 2009-10 | 2010-11 | TOTAL
INITIATIVES $m $m $m $m $m
Increased support for 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 4.0
the RSPCA

Grants for wildlife 0.25 0.25 0.5
refuges

Responsible pet 0.125 0.125 0.125 0.125 0.5
ownership

TOTAL RECURRENT 1.375 1.375 1.125 1.125 5.0
FUNDING

Less: Internal 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.8
reprioritisations

TOTAL IMPACT ON 1.175 1.175 0.925 0.925 4.2
OPERATING
SURPLUS

For further details on Labor’s policies and team, please contact
Labor’s election hotline 1800 353 956
Web www.alpvictoria.com
Email info@vic.alp.org.au
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